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Portland, 78 percent of fifth-graders
met math benchmarks in 2000. Thirty-
two percent of those students passed
the State math test as third graders.

But even more important than these
significant gains in test scores, these
dedicated students have cultivated a
love of learning that will last the rest
of their lives. This thirst for knowledge
guarantees that this is just the first of
many successes to come.

A study by the Portland Public
Schools Foundation attributed the ad-
vances of these schools to the same
principles we have been discussing
here: strong principals, high parent in-
volvement, and professional develop-
ment opportunities for teachers.

I share the achievement of these stu-
dents with my colleagues because it re-
minds every member of the U.S. Senate
that better education is becoming a re-
ality across America. Our work here is
important, but the true source of aca-
demic achievement is the dedication,
the dreams, and the hard work of stu-
dents, teachers, and principals like
these in Portland. The best we can do
is to give them the tools they need to
succeed.

In closing, allow me to commend,
once again, the students, parents, and
educators in these schools for this
great accomplishment, for the hope
they give us, and for the high standard
they set for all of us.

————

REMEMBERING THE MIA’S OF
SULTAN YAQUB

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the Israeli soldiers
captured by the Syrians during the 1982
Israeli war in Lebanon.

On June 11, 1982, an Israeli unit bat-
tled with a Syrian armored unit in the
Bekaa Valley in northeastern Lebanon.
Sergeant Zachary Baumel, First Ser-
geant Zvi Feldman, and Corporal
Yehudah Katz were captured by the
Syrians that day. They were identified
as an Israeli tank crew, and reported
missing in Damascus. The Israeli tank,
flying the Syrian and Palestinian flag,
was greeted with cheers from bystand-
ers

Since that terrible day in 1982, the
governments of Israel and the United
States have been doing their utmost by
working with the office of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross,
the United Nations, and other inter-
national bodies to obtain any possible
information about the fate of the miss-
ing soldiers. According to the Geneva
Convention, Syria is responsible for the
fates of the Israeli soldiers because the
area in Lebanon where the solders dis-
appeared was continually controlled by
Syria. To this day, despite promises
made by the government of Syria and
by the Palestinians, very little infor-
mation has been released about the
condition of Zachary Baumel, Zvi Feld-
man, and Yehudah Katz.
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Monday marked the anniversary of
the day that these soldiers were re-
ported missing in action. Nineteen
pain-filled years have passed since
their families have seen their sons, and
still Syria has not revealed their
whereabouts nor provided any informa-
tion as to their condition.

One of these missing soldiers,
Zachary Baumel is an American cit-
izen, from my home of Brooklyn, NY.
An ardent basketball fan, Zachary
began his studies at the Hebrew School
in Boro Park. In 1979, he moved to
Israel with other family members and
continued his education at Yeshivat
Hesder, where religious studies are in-
tegrated with army service. When the
war with Lebanon began, Zachary was
completing his military service and
was looking forward to attending He-
brew University, where he had been ac-
cepted to study psychology. But fate
decreed otherwise and on June 11, 1982,
he disappeared with Zvi Feldman and
Yehudah Katz.

Zachary’s parents Yonah and Miriam
Baumel have been relentless in their
pursuit of information about Zachary
and his compatriots. I have worked
closely with the Baumels, as well as
the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America, the American
Coalition for Missing Israeli Soldiers,
and the MIA Task Force of the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican Jewish Organizations. These
groups have been at the forefront of
this pursuit of justice. I want to recog-
nize their good work and ask my col-
leagues to join me in supporting their
efforts. For nineteen years, these fami-
lies have been without their children.
Answers are long overdue.

I am not only saddened by the plight
of Zachary Baumel, Zvi Feldman, and
Yehudah Katz, but I am disheartened
and angered by the fact that even as we
continue to search for answers about
their welfare, we must add more names
to the list of those for who we have no
knowledge of their location, health, or
safety.

In a clear-cut violation of inter-
national law, three Israeli soldiers
were abducted by Hezbollah on October
7, 2000 while on operational duty along
the border fence in the Dov Mountain
range along Israel’s border with Leb-
anon. The soldiers—Sergeant Adi
Avitan of Tiberias, Staff Sergeant
Binyamin Avraham of Bnei Brak, and
Staff Sergeant Omar Souad of Salma—
are believed to have been wounded dur-
ing the incident.

According to an investigation by the
IDF Northern Command, Hezbollah ter-
rorists set two roadside bombs, then
crossed through a gate near the fence,
pulled the three soldiers out of their
jeep and fired anti-armor missiles at
the empty vehicle. The solders were
then taken by the terrorists to the
Lebanese side of the border. Although
the United States has called on Syria
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to assist in the timely release of these
three soldiers, no information has been
given as to their conditions or where-
abouts. The International Red Cross
has also been requested to intervene by
attempting to arrange for a visit with
the three kidnapped IDF soldiers in
order to ascertain their status.

The agony of the families of these
kidnapped Israeli solders is extreme.
They have not heard a word regarding
the fate of their sons who are being
held captive for political ransom. We
must pledge to do our utmost to bring
these soldiers home, for the sake of
peace, decency and humanity.

————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY last month. The Local law
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety.

I want to describe a terrible crime
that occurred June 20, 1993 in Everett,
Washington. A gay man was stabbed to
death by a hitchhiker who allegedly
told friends he committed the crime
because he hated homosexuals. Isaiah
Clarence Enault, 24, was charged with
murder and is a suspect in a stabbing
assault of another gay man.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act of 2001 is now a sym-
bol that can become substance. I be-
lieve that by passing this legislation,
we can change hearts and minds as
well.

—————

HONORING CLAY COUNTY LEGACY
MEMORIAL AND FOUNTAIN

Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
honor the residents of Clay County, MO
for their vision, harmony, and unity.
At a time when some communities are
engaged in divisive debates regarding
our Nation’s past, Clay County resi-
dents have chosen to dedicate a monu-
ment and water fountain on the county
courthouse lawn honoring the unsung
black heroes and heroines who survived
slavery and helped make Clay County a
successful and thriving community in
the heartland.

Tomorrow, Friday, June 15, the Clay
County Commission and the Clay
County African-American Legacy Con-
sortium will dedicate the Legacy Me-
morial and Fountain honoring Clay
County African-American pioneers and
their contributions to this county, first
in slavery, and then in freedom. The lo-
cation of the memorial and fountain is
especially significant since slaves were



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T15:00:42-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




